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six months thereafter until the juvenile is placed for adoption and the

adoption petition is filed by the adoptive parents:

(1) No more than 30 days and no less than 15 days prior to each
review, the clerk shall give notice of the review to the juvenile if

the juvenile is at least 12 years of age, the legal custodian of the

juvenile, the any foster parent, relative, or preadoptive parent

providing care for the juvenile, the guardian ad litem, if any, and
any other person or agency the court may specify. Only the

juvenile, if the juvenile is at least 12 years of age, the legal

custodian of the juvenile, the any foster parent, relative, or

preadoptive parent providing care for the juvenile, and the

guardian ad litem shall attend the review hearings, except as

otherwise directed by the court. Nothing in this subdivision shall

be construed to make any foster parent, relative, or preadoptive

parent a party to the proceeding solely based on receiving notice

and an opportunity to be heard.

(2) If a guardian ad litem for the juvenile has not been appointed

previously by the court in the termination proceeding, the court, at

the initial six-month review hearing, may appoint a guardian ad

litem to represent the juvenile. The court may continue the case

for such time as is necessary for the guardian ad litem to become
familiar with the facts of the case.

(c) The court shall consider at least the following in its review:

(1) The adequacy of the plan developed by the county department of

social services or a licensed child-placing agency for a permanent
placement relative to the juvenile's best interests and the efforts of

the department or agency to implement such plan;

(2) Whether the juvenile has been listed for adoptive placement with

the North Carolina Adoption Resource Exchange, the North
Carolina Photo Adoption Listing Service (PALS), or any other

specialized adoption agency; and

(3) The efforts previously made by the department or agency to find a

permanent home for the juvenile.

(d) The court, after making findings of fact, shall affirm the county

department's or child-placing agency's plans or require specific additional

steps which are necessary to accomplish a permanent placement which is in

the best interests of the juvenile.

(e) If the juvenile has been placed for adoption prior to the date

scheduled for the review, written notice of said placement shall be given to

the clerk to be placed in the court file, and the review hearing shall be

cancelled with notice of said cancellation given by the clerk to all persons

previously notified.

(f) The process of selection of specific adoptive parents shall be the

responsibility of and within the discretion of the county department of social

services or licensed child-placing agency. The guardian ad litem may
request information from and consult with the county department or

child-placing agency concerning the selection process. If the guardian ad

litem requests information about the selection process, the county shall

provide the information within five days. Any issue of abuse of discretion
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